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ATTENDEES:  
 
Facilitators: Rick D. Terry, San Ramon Valley 
FPD 
 
Committee or Group Members Present: 
Steve Carmichael, Spears Mfg. 
Pat Stranahan, San Francisco FD 
Gregory Lake, Sacramento Metro FD 
Gale Bate, Code Resource 
Luis Da Silva, San Jose FD  
 
CDF/SFM Staff Present: Dan Najera, OSFM 
 

 
STAKEHOLDERS IN AUDIENCE:
 
Charles Skoien, Community Residential Care 
Assoc. of California was unable to attend mtg. 
 

 
DOCUMENT HANDOUTS: 
1. Minutes from October 20th meeting  
2.  
 
AGENDA: 
1. Review minutes and direction   
2.  
 
DISCUSSION/COMMENTS: Lengthy discussion regarding the proposal to create three new Group 
R, Division 4 Occupancy classifications per the committee minutes from our last meeting.  The 
merits and benefits of pursuing this proposal were discussed at length resulting in a decision to 
revise our proposal. 

The committee after continued discussion and evaluation of the construction requirement 
differences between the IBC and the CBC felt a more credible direction would be to disperse the 
CBC R2 occupancies into IBC I-1, I-2, R-3, and R-4 occupancies.  It does not appear the IBC 
addresses nonambulatory clients or “persons unable to respond to an emergency situation without 
physical assistance from staff” in other than a group I-2 occupancy.  However, in reviewing many 
Health and Safety Code requirements there is a need to consider placing within current limits 
facilities an R-3 or 4 occupancy. 

 



The following IBC sections are areas for further work in addition to those areas assigned to the 
committee members.  Black text represents IBC model language, red is recommended CBC carry 
over language, and blue are areas for coordination depending on final document numbering. 

Again, this is a draft. 

 
SECTION 202  
DEFINITIONS  

ACCESSIBLE. See Section 1102.1 .  
ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS. See Section 1002.1 .  
ACCESSIBLE ROUTE. See Section 1102.1 .  
ACCESSIBLE UNIT. See Section 1102 .  
ACCREDITATION BODY. See Section 2302.1 .  
ACTIVE FAULT/ACTIVE FAULT TRACE. See Section 1613.1 .  
ADDITION. An extension or increase in floor area or height of a building or structure.  
ADHERED MASONRY VENEER. See Section 1402.1 .  
ADJUSTED SHEAR RESISTANCE. (Steel Construction). See Section 2202.1 .  
ADJUSTED SHEAR RESISTANCE. (Wood Construction). See Section 2302.1 .  
ADMIXTURE. See Section 1902.1 .  
ADOBE CONSTRUCTION. See Section 2102.1 .  
Stabilized adobe. See Section 2102.1 .  
Unstabilized adobe. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] AEROSOL. See Section 307.2 .  
Level 1 aerosol products. See Section 307.2 .  
Level 2 aerosol products. See Section 307.2 .  
Level 3 aerosol products. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] AEROSOL CONTAINER. See Section 307.2 .  
AGED HOME OR INSTITUTION. See Section *** 
AGGREGATE. See Section 1902.1 .  
AGGREGATE, LIGHTWEIGHT. See Section 1902.1 .  
AGRICULTURAL, BUILDING. A structure designed and constructed to house farm implements, 
hay, grain, poultry, livestock or other horticultural products. This structure shall not be a place of 
human habitation or a place of employment where agricultural products are processed, treated or 
packaged, nor shall it be a place used by the public.  
AIR-INFLATED STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2 .  
AIR-SUPPORTED STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2 .  
Double skin. See Section 3102.2 .  
Single skin. See Section 3102.2 .  
AISLE ACCESSWAY. See Section 1002.1 .  
[F] ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] ALARM SIGNAL. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] ALARM VERIFICATION FEATURE. See Section 902.1 .  
ALLEY. See "Public way."  
ALLOWABLE STRESS DESIGN. See Section 1602.1 .  
ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an existing structure other than repair or addition.  
ALTERNATING TREAD DEVICE. See Section 1002.1 .  
ANCHOR. See Section 2102.1 .  
ANCHOR BUILDING. See Section 402.2 .  
ANCHORED MASONRY VENEER. See Section 1402.1 .  
ANNULAR SPACE. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] ANNUNCIATOR. See Section 902.1 .  
APPROVED. Acceptable to the building official.  
APPROVED AGENCY. See Section 1702.1 .  
APPROVED FABRICATOR. See Section 1702.1 .  
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APPROVED SOURCE. An independent person, firm or corporation, approved by the building 
official, who is competent and experienced in the application of engineering principles to materials, 
methods or systems analyses.  
ARCHITECTURAL TERRACOTTA. See Section 2102.1 .  
AREA. See Section 2102.1 .  
Bedded. See Section 2102.1 .  
Gross cross-sectional. See Section 2102.1 .  
Net cross-sectional. See Section 2102.1 .  
AREA, BUILDING. See Section 502.1 .  
AREA OF REFUGE. See Section 1002.1 .  
AREAWAY. A subsurface space adjacent to a building open at the top or protected at the top by a 
grating or guard.  
ATRIUM. See Section 404.1.1 .  
ATTACHMENTS, SEISMIC. See Section 1613.1 .  
ATTIC. The space between the ceiling beams of the top story and the roof rafters.  
[F] AUDIBLE ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] AUTOMATIC. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] AUTOMATIC FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] AVERAGE AMBIENT SOUND LEVEL. See Section 902.1 
AWNING. An architectural projection that provides weather protection, identity or decoration and is 
wholly supported by the building to which it is attached. An awning is comprised of a lightweight, 
rigid skeleton structure over which a covering is attached.  
BACKING. See Section 1402.1 .  
BALCONY, EXTERIOR. See Section 1602.1 .  
[F] BARRICADE. See Section 307.2 .  
Artificial barricade. See Section 307.2 .  
Natural barricade. See Section 307.2 .  
BASE. See Section 1613.1 .  
BASE FLOOD. See Section 1612.2 .  
BASE FLOOD ELEVATION. See Section 1612.2 .  
BASE SHEAR. See Section 1602.1 .  
BASIC SEISMIC-FORCE-RESISTING SYSTEMS. See Section 1602.1 .  
Bearing wall system. See Section 1602.1 .  
Building frame system. See Section 1602.1 .  
Dual system. See Section 1602.1 .  
Inverted pendulum system. See Section 1602.1 .  
Moment-resisting frame system. See Section 1602.1 .  
Shear wall-frame interactive system. See Section 1602.1 .  
BASEMENT. That portion of a building that is partly or completely below grade (see "Story above 
grade plane" and Sections 502.1 and 1612.2 ).  
BED JOINT. See Section 2102.1 .  
BEDRIDDEN PERSON. See Section *** 
BLEACHERS. See Section 1002.1 .  
BOARDING HOUSE. See Section 310.2 .  
[F] BOILING POINT. See Section 307.2 .  
BOND BEAM. See Section 2102.1 .  
BOND REINFORCING. See Section 2102.1 .  
BOUNDARY ELEMENT. See Sections 1602.1 and 1613.1 .  
BOUNDARY MEMBERS. See Section 1602.1 .  
BRACED WALL LINE. See Section 2302.1 .  
BRACED WALL PANEL. See Section 2302.1 .  
BRICK. See Section 2102.1 .  
Calcium silicate (sand lime brick). See Section 2102.1 .  
Clay or shale. See Section 2102.1 .  
Concrete. See Section 2102.1 .  
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BRITTLE. See Section 1613.1 .  
BUILDING. Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy.  
BUILDING, ENCLOSED. See Section 1609.2 .  
BUILDING LINE. The line established by law, beyond which a building shall not extend, except as 
specifically provided by law.  
BUILDING, LOW-RISE. See Section 1609.2 .  
BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer or other designated authority charged with the administration 
and enforcement of this code, or a duly authorized representative.  
BUILDING, OPEN. See Section 1609.2 .  
BUILDING, PARTIALLY ENCLOSED. See Section 1609.2 .  
BUILDING, SIMPLE DIAPHRAGM. See Section 1609.2 .  
BUILT-UP ROOF COVERING. See Section 1502.1 .  
BUTTRESS. See Section 2102.1 .  
CABLE-RESTRAINED, AIR-SUPPORTED STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2 .  
CANOPY. An architectural projection that provides weather protection, identity or decoration and is 
supported by the building to which it is attached and at the outer end by not less than one 
stanchion. A canopy is comprised of a rigid structure over which a covering is attached.  
CANTILEVERED COLUMN SYSTEM. See Section 1602.1 .  
[F] CARBON DIOXIDE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS. See Section 902.1 .  
CARE AND SUPERVISION. See Section *** 
CAST STONE. See Section 2102.1 .  
CATASTROPHICALLY INJURED. See Section *** 
[F] CEILING LIMIT. See Section 902.1 .  
CEILING RADIATION DAMPER. See Section 702.1 .  
CELL. See Section 2102.1 .  
CEMENT PLASTER. See Section 2502.1 .  
CEMENTITIOUS MATERIALS. See Section 1902.1 .  
CERAMIC FIBER BLANKET. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE. See Section 1702.1 .  
CHILD-CARE CENTER. See Section *** 
CHILD OR CHILDREN. See Section *** 
CHRONICALLY ILL. See “terminally ill.” 
CHIMNEY. See Section 2102.1 .  
CHIMNEY TYPES. See Section 2102.1 .  
High-heat appliance type. See Section 2102.1 .  
Low-heat appliance type. See Section 2102.1 .  
Masonry type. See Section 2102.1 .  
Medium-heat appliance type. See Section 2102.1 .  
CIRCULATION PATH. See Section 1102.1 .  
CLADDING. See "Components and cladding."  
[F] CLEAN AGENT. See Section 902.1 .  
CLEANOUT. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] CLOSED SYSTEM. See Section 307.2 .  
COLLAR JOINT. See Section 2102.1 .  
COLLECTOR. See Sections 1613.1 and 2302.1 .  
COLLECTOR ELEMENTS. See Section 1602.1 .  
COLUMN. See Section 1902.1 .  
COLUMN, MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
COMBINATION FIRE/SMOKE DAMPER. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] COMBUSTIBLE DUST. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] COMBUSTIBLE FIBERS. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID. See Section 307.2 .  
Class II. See Section 307.2 .  
Class IIIA. See Section 307.2 .  
Class IIIB. See Section 307.2 .  
COMMON PATH OF EGRESS TRAVEL. See Section 1002.1 .  
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COMPONENT. See Section 1613.1 .  
Component equipment. See Section 1613.1 .  
Component, flexible. See Section 1613.1 .  
Component, rigid. See Section 1613.1 .  
COMPONENTS AND CLADDING. See Section 1609.2 .  
COMPOSITE MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] COMPRESSED GAS. See Section 307.2 .  
COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH OF MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
CONCRETE. See Section 1902.1 .  
CONCRETE CARBONATE AGGREGATE. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONCRETE, CELLULAR. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONCRETE, LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATE. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONCRETE, PERLITE. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONCRETE, SAND-LIGHTWEIGHT. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONCRETE, SILICEOUS AGGREGATE. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONCRETE (F'c) , SPECIFIED COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH OF. See Section 1902.1 .  
CONCRETE, VERMICULITE. See Section 721.1.1 .  
CONFINED REGION. See Section 1602.1 .  
CONGREGATE LIVING HEALTH FACILITY (CLHF). See Section *** 
CONGREGATE RESIDENCE. See Section *** 
CONNECTOR. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] CONSTANTLY ATTENDED LOCATION. See Section 902.1 .  
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. Written, graphic and pictorial documents prepared or 
assembled for describing the design, location and physical characteristics of the elements of a 
project necessary for obtaining a building permit.  
CONSTRUCTION TYPES. See Section 602 .  
Type I. See Section 602.2 .  
Type II. See Section 602.2 .  
Type III. See Section 602.3 .  
Type IV. See Section 602.4 .  
Type V. See Section 602.5 .  
[F] CONTINUOUS GAS-DETECTION SYSTEM. See Section 415.2 .  
CONTRACTION JOINT. See Section 1902.1 .  
[F] CONTROL AREA. See Section 307.2 .  
CONTROLLED LOW-STRENGTH MATERIAL. A self-compacted, cementitious material used 
primarily as a backfill in place of compacted fill.  
CONVENTIONAL LIGHT-FRAME WOOD CONSTRUCTION. See Section 2302.1 .  
CORRIDOR. See Section 1002.1 .  
CORROSION RESISTANCE. The ability of a material to withstand deterioration of its surface or its 
properties when exposed to its environment.  
CORROSION RESISTANT. See Section 1502.1 .  
[F] CORROSIVE. See Section 307.2 .  
COURT. An open, uncovered space, unobstructed to the sky, bounded on three or more sides by 
exterior building walls or other enclosing devices.  
COVER. See Section 2102.1 .  
COVERED MALL BUILDING. See Section 402.2 .  
CRIPPLE WALL. See Section 2302.1 .  
CRYOGENIC FLUID. See Section 307.2 .  
DALLE GLASS. See Section 2402.1 .  
DAMPER. See Section 702.1 .  
DAY CARE. See Section *** 
DAY-CARE HOME, LARGE FAMILY. See Section *** 
DAY-CARE HOME, SMALL FAMILY. See Section *** 
DEAD LOADS. See Section 1602.1 .  
DECK. See Section 1602.1 .  
DECORATIVE GLASS. See Section 2402.1 .  
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[F] DEFLAGRATION. See Section 307.2 .  
DEFORMABILITY. See Section 1602.1 .  
High deformability element. See Section 1602.1 .  
Limited deformability element. See Section 1602.1 .  
Low deformability element. See Section 1602.1 .  
DEFORMATION. See Section 1602.1 .  
Limited deformation. See Section 1602.1 .  
Ultimate deformation. See Section 1602.1 .  
DEFORMED REINFORCEMENT. See Section 1902.1 .  
[F] DELUGE SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
DESIGN EARTHQUAKE. See Section 1613.1 .  
DESIGN FLOOD. See Section 1612.2 .  
DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION. See Section 1612.2 .  
DESIGN STRENGTH. See Section 1602.1 .  
DESIGNATED SEISMIC SYSTEM. See Section 1613.1 .  
[F] DETACHED STORAGE BUILDING. See Section 307.2 .  
DETECTABLE WARNING. See Section 1102.1 .  
[F] DETECTOR, HEAT. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] DETONATION. See Section 307.2 .  
DIAPHRAGM. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1 .  
Diaphragm, blocked. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1 .  
Diaphragm, boundary. See Section 1602.1 .  
Diaphragm, chord. See Section 1602.1 .  
Diaphragm, flexible. See Section 1602.1 .  
Diaphragm, rigid. See Section 1602.1 .  
DIAPHRAGM, UNBLOCKED. See Section 2302.1 .  
DIMENSIONS. See Section 2102.1 .  
Actual. See Section 2102.1 .  
Nominal. See Section 2102.1 .  
Specified. See Section 2102.1 .  
DISPENSING. See Section 307.2 .  
DISPLACEMENT. See Section 1613.1 .  
Design displacement. See Section 1613.1 .  
Total design displacement. See Section 1613.1 .  
Total maximum displacement. See Section 1613.1 .  
DISPLACEMENT RESTRAINT SYSTEM. See Section 1613.1 
DOOR, BALANCED. See Section 1002.1 .  
DORMITORY. See Section 310.2 .  
DRAFTSTOP. See Section 702.1 .  
DRAG STRUT. See Section 2302.1 .  
[F] DRY-CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING AGENT. See Section 902.1 .  
DRY FLOODPROOFING. See Section 1612.2 .  
DURATION OF LOAD. See Section 1602.1 .  
DWELLING. A building that contains one or two dwelling units used, intended or designed to be 
used, rented, leased, let or hired out to be occupied for living purposes.  
DWELLING UNIT. See Section 310.2 .  
DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, MULTISTORY. See Section 1102 .  
DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE A. See Section 1102 .  
DWELLING UNIT OR SLEEPING UNIT, TYPE B. See Section 1102 .  
EFFECTIVE DAMPING. See Section 1613.1 .  
EFFECTIVE DEPTH OF SECTION (d). See Section 1902.1 .  
EFFECTIVE HEIGHT. See Section 2102.1 .  
EFFECTIVE STIFFNESS. See Section 1613.1 .  
EFFECTIVE WIND AREA. See Section 1609.2 .  
EGRESS COURT. See Section 1002.1 .  
ELEMENT. See Section 1602.1 .  
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Ductile element. See Section 1602.1 .  
Limited ductile element. See Section 1602.1 .  
Nonductile element. See Section 1602.1 .  
[F] EMERGENCY ALARM SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] EMERGENCY CONTROL STATION. See Section 415.2 .  
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENING. See Section 1002.1 .  
[F] EMERGENCY VOICE/ALARM COMMUNICATIONS. See Section 902.1 .  
EQUIPMENT SUPPORT. See Section 1602.1 .  
ESSENTIAL FACILITIES. See Section 1602.1 .  
[F] EXHAUSTED ENCLOSURE. See Section 415.2 .  
EXISTING CONSTRUCTION. See Section 1612.2 .  
EXISTING STRUCTURE. A structure erected prior to the date of adoption of the appropriate code, 
or one for which a legal building permit has been issued.  
EXIT. See Section 1002.1 .  
EXIT ACCESS. See Section 1002.1 .  
EXIT DISCHARGE. See Section 1002.1 .  
EXIT DISCHARGE, LEVEL OF. See Section 1002.1 .  
EXIT ENCLOSURE. See Section 1002.1 .  
EXIT PASSAGEWAY. See Section 1002.1 .  
EXPANDED VINYL WALL COVERING. See Section 802.1 .  
[F] EXPLOSION. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] EXPLOSIVE. See Section 307.2 .  
High explosive. See Section 307.2 .  
Low explosive. See Section 307.2 .  
Mass detonating explosives. See Section 307.2 .  
UN/DOTn Class 1 Explosives. See Section 307.2 .  
Division 1.1. See Section 307.2 .  
Division 1.2. See Section 307.2 .  
Division 1.3. See Section 307.2 .  
Division 1.4. See Section 307.2 .  
Division 1.5. See Section 307.2 .  
Division 1.6. See Section 307.2 .  
EXTERIOR SURFACES. See Section 2502.1 .  
EXTERIOR WALL. See Section 1402.1 .  
EXTERIOR WALL COVERING. See Section 1402.1 .  
EXTERIOR WALL ENVELOPE. See Section 1402.1 .  
F RATING. See Section 702.1 .  
FABRICATED ITEM. See Section 1702.1 .  
[F] FABRICATION AREA. See Section 415.2 .  
FACILITY. See Section 1102.1 .  
FACTORED LOAD. See Section 1602.1 .  
FIBERBOARD. See Section 2302.1 .  
[F] FIRE ALARM CONTROL UNIT. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] FIRE ALARM SIGNAL. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] FIRE ALARM SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
FIRE AREA. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE BARRIER. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] FIRE COMMAND CENTER. See Section 902.1 .  
FIRE DAMPER. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] FIRE DETECTOR, AUTOMATIC. See Section 902.1 .  
FIRE DOOR. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE EXIT HARDWARE. See Section 1002.1 .  
FIRE PARTITION. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE PROTECTION RATING. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
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FIRE RESISTANCE. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE-RESISTANCE RATING. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE-RESISTANT JOINT SYSTEM. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] FIRE SAFETY FUNCTIONS. See Section 902.1 .  
FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCE. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE WALL. See Section 702.1 .  
FIRE WINDOW ASSEMBLY. See Section 702.1 .  
FIREBLOCKING. See Section 702.1 .  
FIREPLACE. See Section 2102.1 .  
FIREPLACE THROAT. See Section 2102.1 .  
FIREWORKS. See Section 307.2 .  
FIREWORKS, 1.3G. See Section 307.2 .  
FIREWORKS, 1.4G. See Section 307.2 .  
FLAME RESISTANCE. See Section 802.1 .  
FLAME SPREAD. See Section 802.1 .  
FLAME SPREAD INDEX. See Section 802.1 .  
[F] FLAMMABLE GAS. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] FLAMMABLE LIQUEFIED GAS. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] FLAMMABLE LIQUID. See Section 307.2 .  
Class IA. See Section 307.2 .  
Class IB. See Section 307.2 .  
Class IC. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] FLAMMABLE MATERIAL. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] FLAMMABLE SOLID. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] FLAMMABLE VAPORS OR FUMES. See Section 415.2 .  
[F] FLASH POINT. See Section 307.2 .  
FLEXIBLE BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES. See Section 1609.2 .  
FLEXIBLE EQUIPMENT CONNECTIONS. See Section 1602.1 .  
FLEXURAL LENGTH. See Section 1808.1 .  
FLOOD OR FLOODING. See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOOD DAMAGE-RESISTANT MATERIALS. See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOOD HAZARD AREA. See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOOD HAZARD AREA SUBJECT TO HIGH VELOCITY WAVE ACTION. See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM). See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY. See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOODWAY. See Section 1612.2 .  
FLOOR AREA, GROSS. See Section 1002.1 .  
FLOOR AREA, NET. See Section 1002.1 .  
FLOOR FIRE DOOR ASSEMBLY. See Section 702.1 .  
FLY GALLERY. See Section 410.2 .  
[F] FOAM-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS. See Section 902.1 .  
FOAM PLASTIC INSULATION. See Section 2602.1 .  
FOLDING AND TELESCOPIC SEATING. See Section 1002.1 .  
FOOD COURT. See Section 402.2 .  
FRAME. See Section 1602.1 .  
Braced frame. See Section 1602.1 .  
Concentrically braced frame (CBF). See Section 1602.1 .  
Eccentrically braced frame (EBF). See Section 1602.1 .  
Ordinary concentrically braced frame (OCBF). See Section 1602.1 .  
Special concentrically braced frame (SCBF). See Section 1602.1 .  
Moment frame. See Section 1602.1 .  
FULL-TIME CARE. See Section *** 
[F] GAS CABINET. See Section 415.2 .  
[F] GAS ROOM. See Section 415.2 .  
GLASS FIBERBOARD. See Section 721.1.1 .  
GLUED BUILT-UP MEMBER. See Section 2302.1 .  
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GRADE FLOOR OPENING. A window or other opening located such that the sill height of the 
opening is not more than 44 inches (1118 mm) above or below the finished ground level adjacent 
to the opening.  
GRADE (LUMBER). See Section 2302.1 .  
GRADE PLANE. See Section 502.1 .  
GRANDSTAND. See Section 1002.1 .  
GRAVITY LOAD. See Section 1613.1 .  
GRIDIRON. See Section 410.2 .  
GROSS LEASABLE AREA. See Section 402.2 .  
GROUTED MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
Grouted hollow-unit masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
Grouted multiwythe masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
GUARD. See Section 1002.1 .  
GYPSUM BOARD. See Section 2502.1 .  
GYPSUM PLASTER. See Section 2502.1 .  
GYPSUM VENEER PLASTER. See Section 2502.1 .  
HABITABLE SPACE. A space in a building for living, sleeping, eating or cooking. Bathrooms, toilet 
rooms, closets, halls, storage or utility spaces and similar areas are not considered habitable 
spaces.  
[F] HALOGENATED EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] HANDLING. See Section 307.2 .  
HANDRAIL. See Section 1002.1 .  
HARDBOARD. See Section 2302.1 .  
HAZARDOUS CONTENTS. See Section 1613.1 .  
[F] HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] HAZARDOUS PRODUCTION MATERIAL (HPM). See Section 415.2 .  
HEAD JOINT. See Section 2102.1 .  
HEADER (Bonder). See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] HEALTH HAZARD. See Section 307.2 .  
HEIGHT, BUILDING. See Section 502.1 .  
HEIGHT, STORY. See Section 502.1 .  
HEIGHT, WALLS. See Section 2102.1 .  
HELIPORT. See Section 412.5.2 .  
HELISTOP. See Section 412.5.2 .  
[F] HIGHLY TOXIC. See Section 307.2 .  
HISTORIC BUILDINGS. Buildings that are listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, or designated as historic under an appropriate state or local law (see Section 3406 
).  
HORIZONTAL EXIT. See Section 1002.1 .  
[F] HPM FLAMMABLE LIQUID. See Section 415.2 .  
[F] HPM ROOM. See Section 415.2 .  
HURRICANE-PRONE REGIONS. See Section 1609.2 .  
IMMEDIATELY DANGEROUS TO LIFE AND HEALTH (IDLH). See Section 415.2 .  
IMPACT LOAD. See Section 1602.1 .  
IMPORTANCE FACTOR, I. See Section 1609.2 .  
INCOMPATIBLE MATERIALS. See Section 307.2 .  
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT PLATFORM. See Section 502.1 .  
INFANT. See Section *** 
[F] INITIATING DEVICE. See Section 902.1 .  
INSPECTION CERTIFICATE. See Section 1702.1 .  
INTENDED TO BE OCCUPIED AS A RESIDENCE. See Section 1102 .  
INTERIOR FINISH. See Section 802.1 .  
INTERIOR FLOOR FINISH. See Section 802.1 .  
INTERIOR SURFACES. See Section 2502.1 .  
INTERIOR WALL AND CEILING FINISH. See Section 802.1 .  
INTERLAYMENT. See Section 1502.1 .  
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INVERTED PENDULUM-TYPE STRUCTURES. See Section 1613.1 .  
ISOLATION INTERFACE. See Section 1613.1 .  
ISOLATION JOINT. See Section 1902.1 .  
ISOLATION SYSTEM. See Section 1613.1 .  
ISOLATOR UNIT. See Section 1613.1 .  
JOINT. See Sections 702.1 and 1602.1 .  
JURISDICTION. The governmental unit that has adopted this code under due legislative authority.  
LABEL. See Section 1702.1 .  
LIGHT-DIFFUSING SYSTEM. See Section 2602.1 .  
LIGHT-FRAME CONSTRUCTION. A type of construction whose vertical and horizontal structural 
elements are primarily formed by a system of repetitive wood or light gage steel framing members.  
LIGHT-TRANSMITTING PLASTIC ROOF PANELS. See Section 2602.1 .  
LIGHT-TRANSMITTING PLASTIC WALL PANELS. See Section 2602.1 .  
LIMIT STATE. See Section 1602.1 .  
[F] LIQUID. See Section 415.2 .  
[F] LIQUID STORAGE ROOM. See Section 415.2 .  
[F] LIQUID USE, DISPENSING AND MIXING ROOMS. See Section 415.2 .  
LISTED. See Section 902.1 .  
LIVE LOADS. See Section 1602.1 .  
LIVE LOADS (ROOF). See Section 1602.1 .  
LOAD. See Section 1613.1 .  
Gravity load (W) . See Section 1613.1 .  
LOAD AND RESISTANCE FACTOR DESIGN (LRFD). See Section 1602.1 .  
LOAD FACTOR. See Section 1602.1 .  
LOADS. See Section 1602.1 .  
LOADS EFFECTS. See Section 1602.1 .  
LOT. A portion or parcel of land considered as a unit.  
LOT LINE. A line dividing one lot from another, or from a street or any public place.  
[F] LOWER FLAMMABLE LIMIT (LFL). See Section 415.2 .  
LOWEST FLOOR. See Section 1612.2 .  
MAIN WINDFORCE-RESISTING SYSTEM. See Section 1609.2 .  
MALL. See Section 402.2 .  
[F] MANUAL FIRE ALARM BOX. See Section 902.1 .  
MANUFACTURER’S DESIGNATION. See Section 1702.1 .  
MARK. See Section 1702.1 .  
MARQUEE. A permanent roofed structure attached to and supported by the building and that 
projects into the public right-of-way.  
MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
Ashlar masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
Coursed ashlar. See Section 2102.1 .  
Glass unit masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
Plain masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
Random ashlar. See Section 2102.1 .  
Reinforced masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
Solid masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
MASONRY UNIT. See Section 2102.1 .  
Clay. See Section 2102.1 .  
Concrete. See Section 2102.1 .  
Hollow. See Section 2102.1 .  
Solid. See Section 2102.1 .  
MAXIMUM CONSIDERED EARTHQUAKE. See Section 1613.1 .  
MEAN DAILY TEMPERATURE. See Section 2102.1 .  
MEAN ROOF HEIGHT. See Section 1609.2 .  
MEANS OF EGRESS. See Section 1002.1 .  
MECHANICAL-ACCESS OPEN PARKING GARAGES. See Section 406.3.2 .  
MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT SCREEN. See Section 1502.1 .  
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MEMBRANE-COVERED CABLE STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2 .  
MEMBRANE-COVERED FRAME STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2 .  
MEMBRANE PENETRATION. See Section 702.1 .  
MEMBRANE-PENETRATION FIRESTOP. See Section 702.1 .  
MENTALLY RETARDED PERSONS, PROFOUNDLY OR SEVERELY. See Section *** 
METAL COMPOSITE MATERIAL (MCM). See Section 1402 .  
METAL COMPOSITE MATERIAL SYSTEM. See Section 1402 .  
METAL ROOF PANEL. See Section 1502.1 .  
METAL ROOF SHINGLE. See Section 1502.1 .  
MEZZANINE. See Section 502.1 .  
MINERAL BOARD. See Section 721.1.1 .  
MODIFIED BITUMEN ROOF COVERING. See Section 1502.1 .  
MORTAR. See Section 2102.1 .  
MORTAR, SURFACE-BONDING. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] MULTIPLE-STATION ALARM DEVICE. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] MULTIPLE-STATION SMOKE ALARM. See Section 902.1 .  
NAILING, BOUNDARY. See Section 2302.1 .  
NAILING, EDGE. See Section 2302.1 .  
NAILING, FIELD. See Section 2302.1 .  
NATURALLY DURABLE WOOD. See Section 2302.1 .  
Decay resistant. See Section 2302.1 .  
Termite resistant. See Section 2302.1 .  
NOMINAL LOADS. See Section 1602.1 .  
NOMINAL SIZE (LUMBER). See Section 2302.1 .  
NONAMBULATORY PERSONS. See Section *** 
NONBUILDING STRUCTURE. See Section 1613.1 .  
NONCOMBUSTIBLE MEMBRANE STRUCTURE. See Section 3102.2 .  
[F] NORMAL TEMPERATURE AND PRESSURE (NTP). See Section 415.2 .  
NOSING. See Section 1002.1 .  
[F] NUISANCE ALARM. See Section 902.1 .  
OCCUPANCY IMPORTANCE FACTOR. See Section 1613.1 .  
OCCUPANT LOAD. See Section 1002.1 .  
OCCUPIABLE SPACE. A room or enclosed space designed for human occupancy in which 
individuals congregate for amusement, educational or similar purposes or in which occupants are 
engaged at labor, and which is equipped with means of egress and light and ventilation facilities 
meeting the requirements of this code.  
OPEN PARKING GARAGE. See Section 406.3.2 .  
[F] OPEN SYSTEM. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] ORGANIC PEROXIDE. See Section 307.2 .  
Class I. See Section 307.2 .  
Class II. See Section 307.2 .  
Class III. See Section 307.2 .  
Class IV. See Section 307.2 .  
Class V. See Section 307.2 .  
Unclassified detonable. See Section 307.2 .  
OTHER STRUCTURES. See Section 1602.1 .  
OWNER. Any person, agent, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in the property.  
[F] OXIDIZER. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 4. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 3. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 2. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 1. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] OXIDIZING GAS. See Section 307.2 .  
P-DELTA EFFECT. See Section 1602.1 .  
PANEL (PART OF A STRUCTURE). See Section 1602.1 .  
PANIC HARDWARE. See Section 1002.1 .  
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PARTICLEBOARD. See Section 2302.1 .  
PEDESTAL. See Section 1902.1 .  
PENETRATION FIRESTOP. See Section 702.1 .  
PENTHOUSE. See Section 1502.1 .  
PERMIT. An official document or certificate issued by the authority having jurisdiction which 
authorizes performance of a specified activity.  
PERSON. An individual, heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, and also includes a firm, 
partnership or corporation, its or their successors or assigns, or the agent of any of the aforesaid.  
PERSONAL CARE SERVICE. See Section 310.2 .  
[F] PHYSICAL HAZARD. See Section 307.2 .  
PIER FOUNDATIONS. See Section 1808.1 .  
Belled piers. See Section 1808.1 .  
PILE FOUNDATIONS. See Section 1808.1 .  
Auger uncased piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
Caisson piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
Concrete-filled steel pipe and tube piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
Driven uncased piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
Enlarged base piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
Piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
Steel-cased piles. See Section 1808.1 .  
PINRAIL. See Section 410.2 .  
PLAIN CONCRETE. See Section 1902.1 .  
PLAIN REINFORCEMENT. See Section 1902.1 .  
PLASTIC, APPROVED. See Section 2602.1 .  
PLASTIC GLAZING. See Section 2602.1 .  
PLASTIC HINGE. See Section 2102.1 .  
PLATFORM. See Section 410.2 .  
POSITIVE ROOF DRAINAGE. See Section 1502.1 .  
PRECAST CONCRETE. See Section 1902.1 .  
PRESERVATIVE-TREATED WOOD. See Section 2302.1 .  
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. See Section 1902.1 .  
PRESTRESSED MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
Prestressed masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Ordinary plain prestressed masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Special prestressed masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Special reinforced masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
PRISM. See Section 2102.1 .  
PROSCENIUM WALL. See Section 410.2 .  
PUBLIC ENTRANCE. See Section 1102.1 .  
PUBLIC-USE AREAS. See Section 1102.1 .  
PUBLIC WAY. See Section 1002.1 .  
[F] PYROPHORIC. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] PYROTECHNIC COMPOSITION. See Section 307.2 .  
QUALITY ASSURANCE PLAN. A written procedure complying with the requirements of Section 
1705 .  
RAMP. See Section 1002.1 .  
RAMP-ACCESS OPEN PARKING GARAGES. See Section 406.3.2 .  
[F] RECORD DRAWINGS. See Section 902.1 .  
REFERENCE RESISTANCE (D) . See Section 2302.1 .  
REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. An individual who is registered or licensed to practice 
their respective design profession as defined by the statutory requirements of the professional 
registration laws of the state or jurisdiction in which the project is to be constructed.  
REINFORCED CONCRETE. See Section 1902.1 .  
REINFORCED PLASTIC, GLASS FIBER. See Section 2602.1 .  
REINFORCEMENT. See Section 1902.1 .  
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REPAIR. The reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing building for the purpose of its 
maintenance.  
REQUIRED STRENGTH. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1 .  
REROOFING. See Section 1502.1 .  
RESHORES. See Section 1902.1 .  
RESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT HANGAR. See Section 412.3.1 .  
RESIDENTIAL CARE/ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES. See Section 310.2 .  
RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY FOR THE ELDERLY (RCFE). See Section *** 
RESIDENTIAL FACILITY (RF). See Section *** 
RESTRAINT. See Section *** 
RESISTANCE FACTOR. See Section 1602.1 .  
RETRACTABLE AWNING. See Section 3105.2 .  
ROOF ASSEMBLY. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF COVERING. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF COVERING SYSTEM. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF DECK. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF RECOVER. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF REPAIR. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF REPLACEMENT. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOF VENTILATION. See Section 1502.1 .  
ROOFTOP STRUCTURE. See Section 1502.1 .  
RUBBLE MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
Coursed rubble. See Section 2102.1 .  
Random rubble. See Section 2102.1 .  
Rough or ordinary rubble. See Section 2102.1 .  
RUNNING BOND. See Section 2102.1 .  
SCISSOR STAIR. See Section 1002.1 .  
SCUPPER. See Section 1502.1 .  
SEISMIC DESIGN CATEGORY. See Section 1613.1 .  
SEISMIC-FORCE-RESISTING SYSTEM. See Section 1613.1 .  
SEISMIC FORCES. See Section 1613.1 .  
SEISMIC RESPONSE COEFFICIENT. See Section 1613.1 .  
SEISMIC USE GROUP. See Section 1613.1 .  
SELF-CLOSING. See Section 702.1 .  
SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY. See Section 1102.1 .  
[F] SERVICE CORRIDOR. See Section 415.2 .  
SERVICE ENTRANCE. See Section 1102.1 .  
SHAFT. See Section 702.1 .  
SHAFT ENCLOSURE. See Section 702.1 .  
SHALLOW ANCHORS. See Section 1602.1 .  
SHEAR PANEL. See Section 1602.1 .  
SHEAR WALL. See Sections 1602.1 , 1613.1 and 2102.1 .  
Detailed plain masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Intermediate reinforced masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Ordinary plain masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Ordinary reinforced masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Perforated shear wall. See Section 2302.1 .  
Perforated shear wall segment. See Section 2302.1 .  
Special reinforced masonry shear wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Type I shear wall. See Section 2202.1 .  
Type II shear wall. See Section 2202.1 .  
Type II shear wall segment. See Section 2202.1 .  
SHEAR WALL-FRAME INTERACTIVE SYSTEM. See Section 1613.1 .  
SHELL. See Section 2102.1 .  
SHORES. See Section 1902.1 .  
SHOTCRETE. See Section 1914.1 .  
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SINGLE-PLY MEMBRANE. See Section 1502.1 .  
[F] SINGLE-STATION SMOKE ALARM. See Section 902.1 .  
SITE. See Section 1102.1 .  
SITE CLASS. See Section 1613.1 .  
SITE COEFFICIENTS. See Section 1613.1 .  
SKYLIGHT, UNIT. A factory-assembled, glazed fenestration unit, containing one panel of glazing 
material that allows for natural lighting through an opening in the roof assembly while preserving 
the weather-resistant barrier of the roof.  
SKYLIGHTS AND SLOPED GLAZING. Glass or other transparent or translucent glazing material 
installed at a slope of 15 degrees (0.26 rad) or more from vertical. Glazing material in skylights, 
including unit skylights, solariums, sunrooms, roofs and sloped walls, are included in this definition.  
SLEEPING UNIT. A room or space in which people sleep, which can also include permanent 
provisions for living, eating, and either sanitation or kitchen facilities but not both. Such rooms and 
spaces that are also part of a dwelling unit are not sleeping units.  
[F] SMOKE ALARM. See Section 902.1 .  
SMOKE BARRIER. See Section 702.1 .  
SMOKE COMPARTMENT. See Section 702.1 .  
SMOKE DAMPER. See Section 702.1 .  
[F] SMOKE DETECTOR. See Section 902.1 .  
SMOKE-DEVELOPED INDEX. See Section 802.1 .  
SMOKE-PROTECTED ASSEMBLY SEATING. See Section 1002.1 .  
SMOKEPROOF ENCLOSURE. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] SOLID. See Section 415.2 .  
SPACE FRAME. See Section 1602.1 .  
SPECIAL AMUSEMENT BUILDING. See Section 411.2 .  
SPECIAL INSPECTION. See Section 1702.1 .  
Special continuous inspection. See Section 1702.1 .  
Special periodic inspection. See Section 1702.1 .  
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA. See Section 1612.2 .  
SPECIAL TRANSVERSE REINFORCEMENT. See Section 1602.1 .  
SPECIFIED. See Section 2102.1 .  
SPECIFIED COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH OF MASONRY (f ' m ) . See Section 2102.1 .  
SPIRAL REINFORCEMENT. See Section 1902.1 .  
SPLICE. See Section 702.1 .  
SPRAYED FIRE-RESISTANT MATERIALS. See Section 1702.1 .  
STACK BOND. See Section 2102.1 .  
STAGE. See Section 410.2 .  
STAIR. See Section 1002.1 .  
STAIRWAY. See Section 1002.1 .  
STAIRWAY, EXTERIOR. See Section 1002.1 .  
STAIRWAY, INTERIOR. See Section 1002.1 .  
STAIRWAY, SPIRAL. See Section 1002.1 .  
[F] STANDPIPE SYSTEM, CLASSES OF. See Section 902.1 .  
Class I system. See Section 902.1 .  
Class II system. See Section 902.1 .  
Class III system. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] STANDPIPE, TYPES OF. See Section 902.1 .  
Automatic dry. See Section 902.1 .  
Automatic wet. See Section 902.1 .  
Manual dry. See Section 902.1 .  
Manual wet. See Section 902.1 .  
Semiautomatic dry. See Section 902.1 .  
START OF CONSTRUCTION. See Section 1612.2 .  
STEEL CONSTRUCTION, COLD-FORMED. See Section 2202.1 .  
STEEL JOIST. See Section 2202.1 .  
STEEL MEMBER, STRUCTURAL. See Section 2202.1 .  
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STEEP SLOPE. A roof slope greater than two units vertical in 12 units horizontal (17-percent 
slope).  
STONE MASONRY. See Section 2102.1 .  
Ashlar stone masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
Rubble stone masonry. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] STORAGE, HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. See Section 415.2 .  
STORY. That portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and the upper 
surface of the floor or roof next above (also see "Basement," "Mezzanine" and Section 502.1 ). It is 
measured as the vertical distance from top to top of two successive tiers of beams or finished floor 
surfaces and, for the topmost story, from the top of the floor finish to the top of the ceiling joists or, 
where there is not a ceiling, to the top of the roof rafters.  
STORY ABOVE GRADE PLANE. Any story having its finished floor surface entirely above grade 
plane, except that a basement shall be considered as a story above grade plane where the finished 
surface of the floor above the basement is:  
1. More than 6 feet (1829 mm) above grade plane;  
2. More than 6 feet (1829 mm) above the finished ground level for more than 50 percent of the total 
building perimeter; or  
3. More than 12 feet (3658 mm) above the finished ground level at any point.  
STORY DRIFT RATIO. See Section 1613.1 .  
STRENGTH. See Section 2102.1 .  
Design strength. See Section 2102.1 .  
Nominal strength. See Sections 1602.1 and 2102.1 .  
STRENGTH DESIGN. See Section 1602.1 .  
STRUCTURAL CONCRETE. See Section 1902.1 .  
STRUCTURAL GLUED-LAMINATED TIMBER. See Section 2302.1 .  
STRUCTURAL OBSERVATION. See Section 1702.1 .  
STRUCTURE. That which is built or constructed.  
SUBDIAPHRAGM. See Section 2302.1 .  
SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE. See Section 1612.2 .  
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT. See Section 1612.2 .  
[F] SUPERVISING STATION. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] SUPERVISORY SERVICE. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] SUPERVISORY SIGNAL. See Section 902.1 .  
[F] SUPERVISORY SIGNAL-INITIATING DEVICE. See Section 902.1 .  
SWIMMING POOLS. See Section 3109.2 .  
T RATING. See Section 702.1 .  
TECHNICALLY INFEASIBLE. See Section 3402 .  
TENDON. See Section 1902.1 .  
TENT. Any structure, enclosure or shelter which is constructed of canvas or pliable material 
supported in any manner except by air or the contents it protects.  
TERMINALLY ILL. See Section *** 
THERMOPLASTIC MATERIAL. See Section 2602.1 .  
THERMOSETTING MATERIAL. See Section 2602.1 .  
THROUGH PENETRATION. See Section 702.1 .  
THROUGH-PENETRATION FIRESTOP SYSTEM. See Section 702.1 .  
TIE-DOWN (HOLD-DOWN). See Section 2302.1 .  
TIE, LATERAL. See Section 2102.1 .  
TIE, WALL. See Section 2102.1 .  
TILE. See Section 2102.1 .  
TILE, STRUCTURAL CLAY. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] TIRES, BULK STORAGE OF. See Section 902.1 .  
TORSIONAL FORCE DISTRIBUTION. See Section 1613.1 .  
TOUGHNESS. See Section 1613.1 .  
[F] TOXIC. See Section 307.2 .  
TREATED WOOD. See Section 2302.1 .  
TRIM. See Section 802.1 .  
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[F] TROUBLE SIGNAL. See Section 902.1 .  
UNADJUSTED SHEAR RESISTANCE. See Section 2202.1 .  
UNDERLAYMENT. See Section 1502.1 .  
[F] UNSTABLE (REACTIVE) MATERIAL. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 4. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 3. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 2. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 1. See Section 307.2 .  
[F] USE (MATERIAL). See Section 415.2 .  
VAPOR-PERMEABLE MEMBRANE. A material or covering having a permeance rating of 5 
perms (52.9 x 10 -10 kg/Pa · s · m 2 ) or greater, when tested in accordance with the dessicant 
method using procedure A of ASTM E 96. A vapor-permeable material permits the passage of 
moisture vapor.  
VAPOR RETARDER. A vapor-resistant material, membrane or covering such as foil, plastic 
sheeting or insulation facing having a permeance rating of 1 perm (5.7 x 10 -11 kg/Pa · s · m 2 ) or 
less, when tested in accordance with the dessicant method using Procedure A of ASTM E 96. 
Vapor retarders limit the amount of moisture vapor that passes through a material or wall 
assembly.  
VENEER. See Section 1402.1 .  
VENTILATION. The natural or mechanical process of supplying conditioned or unconditioned air 
to, or removing such air from, any space.  
[F] VISIBLE ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. See Section 902.1 .  
WAITING ROOM. See Section *** 
WALKWAY, PEDESTRIAN. A walkway used exclusively as a pedestrian traffic way.  
WALL. See Section 2102.1 .  
Cavity wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Composite wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Dry-stacked, surface-bonded wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Masonry-bonded hollow wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
Parapet wall. See Section 2102.1 .  
WALL, LOAD-BEARING. See Section 1602.1 .  
WALL, NONLOAD-BEARING. See Section 1602.1 .  
[F] WATER-REACTIVE MATERIAL. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 3. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 2. See Section 307.2 .  
Class 1. See Section 307.2 .  
WEATHER-EXPOSED SURFACES. See Section 2502.1 .  
WEB. See Section 2102.1 .  
[F] WET-CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
WHEELCHAIR SPACE. See Section 1102.1 .  
WHEELCHAIR SPACE CLUSTER. See Section 1102.1 .  
WIND-BORNE DEBRIS REGION. See Section 1609.2 .  
WIND-RESTRAINT SEISMIC SYSTEM. See Section 1613 .  
WIRE BACKING. See Section 2502.1 .  
[F] WIRELESS PROTECTION SYSTEM. See Section 902.1 .  
WOOD SHEAR PANEL. See Section 2302.1 .  
WOOD STRUCTURAL PANEL. See Section 2302.1 .  
Composite panels. See Section 2302.1 .  
Oriented strand board (OSB). See Section 2302.1 .  
Plywood. See Section 2302.1 .  
[F] WORKSTATION. See Section 415.2 .  
WYTHE. See Section 2102.1 .  
YARD. An open space, other than a court, unobstructed from the ground to the sky, except where 
specifically provided by this code, on the lot on which a building is situated.  
[F] ZONE. See Section 902.1 .  
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SECTION 308  

INSTITUTIONAL GROUP I  
308.1 Institutional Group I.  
Institutional Group I occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a 
portion thereof, in which people are cared for or live in a supervised environment, having physical 
limitations because of health or age are harbored for medical treatment or other care or treatment, 
or in which people are detained for penal or correctional purposes or in which the liberty of the 
occupants is restricted. Institutional occupancies shall be classified as Group I-1, I-2, I-3 or I-4.  

308.2 Group I-1.  
This occupancy shall include buildings, structures or parts thereof housing more than 16 persons, 
on a 24-hour basis, who because of age, mental disability or other reasons, live in a supervised 
residential environment that provides personal care services. The occupants are capable of 
responding to an emergency situation without physical assistance from staff. This group shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following:  

Residential board and care facilities  
Assisted living facilities  
Halfway houses  
Group homes  
Congregate care facilities  
Social rehabilitation facilities  
Alcohol and drug centers  
Convalescent facilities  

A facility such as the above with five or fewer persons shall be classified as a Group R-3 or 
shall comply with the International Residential Code in accordance with Section 101.2. 

A facility such as above, housing at least six and not more than 16 persons, shall be classified 
as Group R-4.  

Licensing categories that may use this classification include, but are not limited to: Adult 
Residential Facilities, Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly, Group Homes, Community 
Treatment Facilities and Social Rehabilitation Facilities. 
308.3 Group I-2.  
This occupancy shall include buildings and structures used for medical, surgical, psychiatric, 
nursing or custodial care on a 24-hour basis of more than five persons who are not capable of self-
preservation. This group shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

Hospitals  
Nursing homes (both intermediate-care facilities and skilled nursing facilities)  
Mental hospitals  
Detoxification facilities 
Residential board and care facilities  
Assisted living facilities  
Halfway houses  
Group homes  
Congregate care facilities  
Social rehabilitation facilities  
Alcohol and drug centers 
Hospice  

 A facility such as the above with five or fewer persons shall be classified as Group R-3. or shall 
comply with the International Residential Code in accordance with Section 101.2 .  

Licensing categories that may use this classification include, but are not limited to:  Adult 
Residential Facilities, Congregate Living Health Facilities, Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly, 
Group Homes and Residential Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill, Congregate Living Health 
Facilities for the Terminally Ill. 

http://infosolutions.com/icce/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title$xhitlist_d=ICodes(Building2003)$xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'IBC-101.2'%5d$xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-656


308.3.1 Child care facility.  
A child care facility that provides care on a 24-hour basis to more than five children 2½ years of 
age or less shall be classified as Group I-2.  

308.4 Group I-3.  
This occupancy shall include buildings and structures that are inhabited by more than five persons 
who are under restraint or security. An I-3 facility is occupied by persons who are generally 
incapable of self-preservation due to security measures not under the occupants’ control. This 
group shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

Prisons  
Jails  
Reformatories  
Detention centers  
Correctional centers  
Prerelease centers  

Buildings of Group I-3 shall be classified as one of the occupancy conditions indicated in Sections 
308.4.1 through 308.4.5 (see Section 408.1 ).  

308.4.1 Condition 1.  
This occupancy condition shall include buildings in which free movement is allowed from sleeping 
areas, and other spaces where access or occupancy is permitted, to the exterior via means of 
egress without restraint. A Condition 1 facility is permitted to be constructed as Group R.  

308.4.2 Condition 2.  
This occupancy condition shall include buildings in which free movement is allowed from sleeping 
areas and any other occupied smoke compartment to one or more other smoke compartments. 
Egress to the exterior is impeded by locked exits.  

308.4.3 Condition 3.  
This occupancy condition shall include buildings in which free movement is allowed within 
individual smoke compartments, such as within a residential unit comprised of individual sleeping 
units and group activity spaces, where egress is impeded by remote-controlled release of means of 
egress from such a smoke compartment to another smoke compartment.  

308.4.4 Condition 4.  
This occupancy condition shall include buildings in which free movement is restricted from an 
occupied space. Remote-controlled release is provided to permit movement from sleeping units, 
activity spaces and other occupied areas within the smoke compartment to other smoke 
compartments.  

308.4.5 Condition 5.  
This occupancy condition shall include buildings in which free movement is restricted from an 
occupied space. Staff-controlled manual release is provided to permit movement from sleeping 
units, activity spaces and other occupied areas within the smoke compartment to other smoke 
compartments.  

308.5 Group I-4, day care facilities.  
This group shall include buildings and structures occupied by persons of any age who receive 
custodial care for less than 24 hours by individuals other than parents or guardians, relatives by 
blood, marriage or adoption, and in a place other than the home of the person cared for. A facility 
such as the above with five or fewer persons shall be classified as a Group R-3 or shall comply 
with the International Residential Code in accordance with Section 101.2 . Places of worship during 
religious functions are not included.  

308.5.1 Adult care facility.  
A facility that provides accommodations for less than 24 hours for more than five unrelated adults 
and provides supervision and personal care services shall be classified as Group I-4.  
 Exception: A facility where occupants are capable of responding to an emergency situation 
without physical assistance from the staff shall be classified as Group A-3.  
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308.5.2 Child care facility.  
A facility that provides supervision and personal care on less than a 24-hour basis for more than 
five children 2½ years of age or less shall be classified as Group I-4.  
 Exception: A child day care facility that provides care for more than five but no more than 100 
children 2½ years or less of age, when the rooms where such children are cared for are located on 
the level of exit discharge and each of these child care rooms has an exit door directly to the 
exterior, shall be classified as Group E.  
 
 

SECTION 310  
RESIDENTIAL GROUP R 

310.1 Residential Group R.  
Residential Group R includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, 
for sleeping purposes when not classified as an Institutional Group I. Residential occupancies shall 
include the following:  

R-1 Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily transient in nature, including:  

Boarding houses (transient)  
Hotels (transient)  
Motels (transient)  

R-2 Residential occupancies containing sleeping units or more than two dwelling units where the 
occupants are primarily permanent in nature, including:  

Apartment houses  
Boarding houses (not transient)  
Convents  
Dormitories  
Fraternities and sororities  
Monasteries  
Vacation timeshare properties  
Hotels (nontransient)  
Motels (nontransient)  

R-3 Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature and not 
classified as R-1, R-2, R-4 or I and where buildings do not contain more than two dwelling units as 
applicable in Section 101.2 , or adult and child care facilities that provide accommodations for five 
or fewer persons of any age for less than 24 hours. Adult and child care facilities that are within a 
single-family home are permitted to comply with the International Residential Code in accordance 
with Section 101.2 .  This division may include large family day-care homes as defined in Section 
and lodging houses. This division may include five or less occupants capable or incapable of 
responding to an emergency situation without physical assistance from staff one of which may be 
bedridden. 

Licensing categories that may use this classification include, but are not limited to: Adult Day-care 
Facilities, Family Day-care Homes, Adult Day-support Center, Day-care Center for Mildly Ill 
Children, Infant Care Center and School Age Child Day-care Center, Adult Residential Facilities, 
Congregate Living Health Facilities, Foster Family Homes, Intermediate Care Facilities for the 
Developmentally Disabled Habilitative, Intermediate Care Facilities for the Developmentally 
Disabled Nursing, Nurseries for the full-time care of children under the age of six, but not including 
“infants” as defined in CFC Section 210; Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly, Small Family 
Homes and Residential Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill. 
R-4 Residential occupancies shall include buildings arranged for occupancy as residential 
care/assisted living facilities including more than five but not more than 16 occupants, excluding 
staff. This division may include a maximum eight occupants incapable of responding to an 
emergency situation without physical assistance from staff one of which may be bedridden. 
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Group R-4 occupancies shall meet the requirements for construction as defined for Group R-3 
except as otherwise provided for in this code. or shall comply with the International Residential 
Code in accordance with Section 101.2 .  

Licensing categories that may use this classification include, but are not limited to: Adult 
Residential Facilities, Congregate Living Health Facilities, Foster Family Homes, Intermediate 
Care Facilities for the Developmentally Disabled Habilitative, Intermediate Care Facilities for the 
Developmentally Disabled Nursing, Nurseries for the full-time care of children under the age of 
six, but not including “infants” as defined in CFC Section 210; Residential Care Facilities for the 
Elderly, Small Family Homes and Residential Care Facilities for the Chronically Ill. 
310.2 Definitions.  
The following words and terms shall, for the purposes of this section and as used elsewhere in this 
code, have the meanings shown herein.  

BOARDING HOUSE. A building arranged or used for lodging for compensation, with or without 
meals, and not occupied as a single-family unit.  

DORMITORY. A space in a building where group sleeping accommodations are provided in one 
room, or in a series of closely associated rooms, for persons not members of the same family 
group, under joint occupancy and single management, as in college dormitories or fraternity 
houses.  

DWELLING UNIT. A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more 
persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.  

PERSONAL CARE SERVICE. The care of residents who do not require chronic or convalescent 
medical or nursing care. Personal care involves responsibility for the safety of the resident while 
inside the building.  

RESIDENTIAL CARE/ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES. A building or part thereof housing 
persons, on a 24-hour basis, who because of age, mental disability or other reasons, live in a 
supervised residential environment which provides personal care services. The occupants are 
capable of responding to an emergency situation without physical assistance from staff. This 
classification shall include, but not be limited to, the following: residential board and care facilities, 
assisted living facilities, halfway houses, group homes, congregate care facilities, social 
rehabilitation facilities, alcohol and drug abuse centers and convalescent facilities.  

 
 
 

SECTION 419  
RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES FOR THE ELDERLY (AB1989, Hannigan) 

419.1 GENERAL.  First paragraph to be drafted. 

 This section and the regulations adopted by the State Fire Marshal shall apply uniformly 
throughout the state and no city, county, city and county, or district shall adopt any ordinance, rule, 
or regulation which is inconsistent with this section or with the regulations adopted by the State Fire 
Marshal. 
419.2 All of the following building standards shall apply to any single-story building housing non-
ambulatory persons which is operated as a residential care facility for the elderly and licensed to 
care for more than six persons: 
 419.2.1. The entire building shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved fully automatic 
fire extinguishing system. 
 419.2.2. The entire building shall have a State Fire Marshal approved and listed manual fire 
alarm system. 
 419.2.3. The entire building shall be of a least Type V one-hour fire resistive construction. 
 419.2.4. A building with individual floor areas over 6,000 square feet per floor shall have an 
approved smoke barrier dividing the floor approximately in half, unless there is direct exiting 
available for each dwelling unit. 
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419.3 All of the following building standards shall apply to any two-story building housing non-
ambulatory persons on a second floor, which is operated as a residential care facility for the elderly 
and licensed to care for more than six persons: 
 419.3.1. The entire building shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved fully automatic 
fire extinguishing system. 
 419.3.2. The entire building shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved and listed 
automatic fire alarm system. 
 419.3.3. The entire building shall be of at least type V one-hour fire resistive construction. 
 419.3.4. A building with individual floor areas over 6,000 square feet per floor shall have an 
approved smoke barrier dividing the floor approximately in half, without regard to whether directing 
exiting is available from each dwelling unit. 
 419.3.5. The entire building shall have at least two sets of enclosed stairways. 

419.4 All of the following building standards shall apply to any multistory building housing non-
ambulatory persons on the third, fourth, or fifth floor, which is operated as a residential care facility 
for the elderly and licensed to care for more than six persons: 
 419.4.1. The entire building, unless otherwise exempt pursuant to subdivision (d) of HSC 
Section §13113, shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved fully automatic fire 
extinguishing system. 
 419.4.2. The entire building shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved and listed 
automatic fire alarm system. 
 419.4.3. The entire building shall be of Type II fire resistive construction. 
 419.4.4. A building with individual floor areas over 6,000 square feet per floor shall have an 
approved smoke barrier dividing the floor approximately in half, without regard to whether direct 
exiting is available for each dwelling unit. 
 419.4.5. The entire building shall have a least two sets of enclosed stairways. 

419.5 All of the following building standards shall apply to any multistory building housing non-
ambulatory persons on floors above the fifth floor, which is operated as a residential care facility for 
the elderly and licensed to care for more than six persons: 
 419.5.1. The entire building, unless otherwise exempt pursuant to subdivision (d) of HSC 
Section §13113, shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved fully automatic fire 
extinguishing system. 
 419.5.2. The entire building shall have installed a State Fire Marshal approved and listed 
automatic fire alarm system. 
 419.5.3. The entire building shall be Type I fire resistive construction. 
 419.5.4. A building with individual floor areas over 6,000 square feet per floor shall have an 
approved smoke barrier dividing the floor approximately in half, without regard to whether direct 
exiting is available from each dwelling unit. 
 419.5.5. The entire building shall have at least two sets of enclosed stairways. 

 
 

SECTION 420  
RESIDENTIALLY-BASED, LICENSED FACILITIES IN A NON-SPRINKLERED GROUP 

R, DIVISION 3 OCCUPANCY HOUSING A BEDRIDDEN CLIENT 
 
420.1 Scope.  In addition to other provisions of this code, the provisions of this section shall 
apply to residentially-based, licensed facilities in a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy as defined in 
Section 310. 

420.2 Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to provide a minimum level of fire and life safety 
protection for a bedridden client, as defined in CBC Section 203, housed in a non-sprinklered, 
Group R, Division 3 Occupancy. 

420.3 Location.  A Group R, Division 3 Occupancy housing a bedridden client sleeping room shall 
not be located above or below the first story. 
 EXCEPTION:  Clients who become bedridden as a result of a temporary illness as defined in 
HSC Sections 1566.45, 1568.0832, and 1569.72.  A temporary illness is an illness, which persists 



for 14 days or less.  A bedridden client may be retained in excess of the 14 days upon approval by 
the Department of Social Services and may continue to be housed on any story in a Group R, 
Division 3 Occupancy licensed as a residential facility. 
 Every licensee admitting or retaining a bedridden resident shall, within 48 hours of the 
resident’s admission or retention in the facility, notify the local fire authority with jurisdiction of the 
estimated length of time the resident will retain his or her bedridden status in the facility. 

420.4 Exits Required.  In a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy housing a bedridden client, a direct 
exit to the exterior of the residence shall be provided from the client sleeping room. 

420.5 Doors and Door Hardware.  Doors to a bedridden client’s sleeping room shall be of a self-
closing, positive latching 1 ⅜ inch solid wood door.  Such doors shall be provided with a gasket so 
installed as to provide a seal where the door meets the jam on both sides and across the top.  
Doors shall be maintained self-closing or shall be automatic closing by actuation of a smoke alarm 
in accordance with Section 713. 

420.6 Locks on interior doors.  Group R, Division 3 Occupancies shall not have a night latch, 
dead bolt, security chain or any similar locking device installed on any interior door leading from a 
bedridden client’s sleeping room to any interior area such as a corridor, hallway and or general use 
areas of the residence in accordance with CBC Chapter 10. 

420.7 Exterior Exit Door.  The exterior exit door to a bedridden client’s sleeping room shall be 
operable from both the interior and exterior of the residence. 

420.8 Width and Height.  Every required exit doorway shall be of a size as to permit the 
installation of a door not less than 3 feet (914 mm) in width and not less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 
mm) in height.  When installed in exit doorways, exit doors shall be capable of opening at least 90 
degrees and shall be so mounted that the clear width of the exit way is not less than 32 inches 
(813 mm). 

420.9 Smoke Alarms.  In all facilities housing a bedridden client, smoke alarms shall receive their 
primary power from the building wiring when such wiring is served from a commercial source and 
shall be equipped with a battery backup.  Smoke alarms shall be electrically interconnected so as 
to cause all smoke alarms to sound a distinctive alarm signal upon actuation of any single smoke 
alarm.  Such alarm signal shall be audible throughout the facility at a minimum level of 15 db above 
ambient noise level.  These devices need not be interconnected to any other fire alarm device, 
have a control panel, or be electrically supervised or provided with emergency power. 

420.10 Interior Finish.  In all facilities housing a bedridden client, interior finishes shall be in 
accordance with CBC Table 8-B. 

420.11 Request for Alternate Means of Protection.  Request for alternate means of protection 
shall apply to Sections 420.1 through 420.10.  Request for approval to use an alternative material, 
assembly or materials, equipment, method of construction, method of installation of equipment, or 
means of protection shall be made in writing to the local fire authority having jurisdiction by the 
facility, client or the client’s authorized representative.  Sufficient evidence shall be submitted to 
substantiate the need for an alternate means of protection. 
 The facility, client or the client’s representative or the local fire authority having jurisdiction may 
request a written opinion from the State Fire Marshal concerning the interpretation of the 
regulations promulgated by the State Fire Marshal for a particular factual dispute.  The State Fire 
Marshal shall issue the written opinion within 45 days following the request. 
 Approval of a request for use of an alternative material, assembly or materials, equipment, 
method of construction, method of installation of equipment, or means of protection made pursuant 
to this section shall be limited to a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy housing a bedridden client. 
 Approvals made by the local fire authority having jurisdiction and the written opinion by the 
State Fire Marshal shall be applicable only to the requesting facility and shall not be construed as 
establishing any precedent for any future request by the facility or any other facility. 
 

 
 



 
 
ACTION ITEMS (FOLLOW UP) AND RESPONSIBLES: 
1. The following assignments have been made for review/progress report at our next meeting: 

• Occupancy Group Classifications-Rick Terry 
• Definitions- 
• Type of Construction-Luis Da Silva 
• Allowable Height-Luis Da Silva 
• Allowable Area-Luis Da Silve 
• Location on Property-Gale Bate 
• Occupancy Separations- 
• Special Hazards-Gale Bate 
• Fire Protection Systems (AFES & Fire Alarm)-Greg Lake 
• Interior Finishes-Steve Carmichael 
• Smoke Barriers-Pat Stranahan 
• Exiting-Rick Terry 

 
NEXT MEETING: 
Our next meeting is Thursday November 10th 9:30 -3:30 at the San Ramon Valley FPD 
Administration Building. 

We have identified December 1, 8, and 15 as meeting dates in December.  Meetings start at 9:30 
and are held at the San Ramon Valley FPD Administration Building unless otherwise noticed. 


	420.1 Scope.  In addition to other provisions of this code, 

